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so blatantly with the scarlet woman of Rome, whereas
his plots against the Government of Mr. Pitt, his
conspiracies with the Paris Jacobins, filled them with
acute distaste. And even I admit that in many ways
he was a weak, volatile and a most vainglorious man.

His son, Gawn Rowan Hamilton, was a more
reputable figure. As Commodore in the Cambrian
during the Greek War of Independence he did much to
mitigate the barbarities of that conflict and he exercised
a moderating influence upon the Greeks and Turks
alike. ' He was/ records Finlay, * the first public
advocate of the Greek cause among Englishmen in
an influential position and he deserves to be ranked
among the greatest benefactors of Greece/ To this
day his portrait hangs in the Greek National Museum,
and there is a street in Athens called after his name.

His eldest son, Archibald Rowan Hamilton, died at
Killyleagh in 1860 at the early age of forty-two,
leaving a widow, four sons and three daughters. The
youngest daughter (she was a fortnight old at the time)
was my mother. The eldest, who was seventeen when
her father died, became the wife of Lord Dufferin.

They had known each other since her childhood,
for he and her father were not only kinsmen but
intimate friends. It was to her father that on coming
of age he had presented the Killyleagh Gate House in
return for that annual tribute of a rose and spur.
And after her father died he would come frequently
to Killyleagh, would advise her mother regarding the
management of the estate, and would walk with her
under the battlements among the nectarines and the
heavy French pears, noting her shy dignity and the
timid distinction of her lovely face.